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HOMELESS CONNECT 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [12.13 pm]: I rise to inform the house 
about the Homeless Connect event that I attended at Russell Square in Northbridge this morning, at which I also 
represented the Minister for Volunteering. Homeless Connect is a one-day event held on the second Wednesday 
in November each year that brings together government, the community services sector, local businesses and 
volunteers to provide free services to people experiencing, or at risk of, homelessness. Today those who need 
immediate assistance with their health and wellbeing can get dental and medical support, counselling, a haircut or 
even a massage. A hot meal is also being provided in the Hellenic Centre. The Department of Communities is 
a longstanding sponsor of Homeless Connect Perth and is providing $15 000 towards this year’s event. 
To help break the cycle of homelessness, the McGowan government is set to release its 10-year strategy on 
homelessness by the end of this year. The strategy will set the direction for all levels of government, business and 
the community services sector for responding to, and preventing, homelessness in Western Australia. The strategy 
will guide activity and investment in the sector and we will see some new initiatives, and already established 
initiatives that are working well, expanded, such as Housing First. The first thing we will be doing as part of the 
strategy is to get people in critical situations immediate assistance and we will focus on rough sleeping. The 
Department of Communities and the City of Perth are currently working together to improve the coordination and 
delivery of homelessness services in the Perth area. As we progress with implementing the strategy, we will shift 
our focus to early intervention and prevention in order to meet our long-term goals of significantly reducing the 
incidence of homelessness or, if it does occur, reducing the time that someone spends homeless. 
I would like to once again thank everyone involved in today’s Homeless Connect event, particularly the 450 volunteers, 
for bringing Western Australia one step closer to an environment that is safe, respectful and inclusive for all. 
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